Laparoscopic pelvic and aortic lymphadenectomy.
A systematic approach to the laparoscopic management of gynaecological malignancies began about 5 years ago more or less simultaneously in a few centres in France and the USA. Mature data and long-term follow-up are not yet available. Despite the absence of comparative studies, evidence is, in this author's opinion, now compelling that pelvic and aortic lymphadenectomy can be carried out just as effectively laparoscopically as via a laparotomy. This conclusion is based on traditional surgical, anatomical and pathological considerations such as the way in which the operation is executed, photodocumentation of the extensiveness of the dissection, the lymph node harvest and the proportion of positive lymph nodes recovered. The benefits of a laparoscopic approach have yet to be demonstrated in comparative studies, but compared with historical controls, the reduction in morbidity is so dramatic as to leave little doubt that patients benefit from laparoscopic treatment in experienced hands.